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July 30, 2012
It is a pleasure to write this letter of recommendation for Tyiana Atkins.  I highly recommend Tyiana for her flexibility, energy, collaborative spirit, and commitment to make a difference. She is a self-starter and has an outstanding work ethic.  Tyiana quickly distinguished herself as an exceptional US-Brazil Connect Fellow and a valuable resource for our program 

US-Brazil Connect is a new non-profit organization, focused on educational exchange with Brazil.  Tyiana served as a US-Brazil Connect Intern as a part of our first initiative with the school system of the Brazilian Confederation of Industry.  She was one of 15 U.S. community college fellows in the program, which provided global education to a group of 200 Brazilian high school students.   
From Feb- August 2012, Tyiana served as a fellow with three key responsibilities: (1) Help a group of ten Brazilian high school students to learn English, learn about the U.S., and prepare for their professional careers in technical fields; (2) Learn about Brazil and its emerging role in the world; (3) Help to develop our program and partnership.  
The internship included three phases. From February- May 2012, Tyiana worked approximately 6 hours per week in online communication and learning. This phase included learning about Brazil, team building with our U.S. participants, and implementation of Facebook-based communication with her group of ten Brazilian students.  In June 2012, Tyiana traveled to Salvador, Brazil for an intensive month-long program, where she worked 6-10 hours each day with her group of Brazilian students and participated as a member of our team of 24 participants. The final phase was back in the U.S. during July 2012. 
Our program was intensive and demanding.  As is the case with many pilot programs, once we arrived in Brazil we realized that much of our plans needed revision.    Focused on her goals of helping the students and strengthening our team, Tyiana quickly adjusted, helped to find solutions, and became a resource to other team members.   Over the course of our work, Tyiana emerged as a valued leader who helped us all succeed. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I highly recommend Tyiana and wish her the greatest success in his endeavors.  I am happy to serve as a reference.  Please feel free to call or email me.
Mary Gershwin, Ph.D.
President,  US-Brazil Connect
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