Dear Family,

My name is Kelly. I am a 25 year-old (female) American student. Although I currently live in Oregon, where I am one year short of completing my undergraduate studies in Health and Physical Education at the University of Southern Oregon, I’ve actually just come back from Florence for a 3-month internship. 

I come from a family of 5: My parents, Kimberly and Keith, are now self employed and run a small business here in Medford Oregon. My father used to be in telecommunications and my mother was an RN. I have 2 older sisters, My eldest sister Kandis, is 30 years old and lives in Texas. My other sister Kacey is 28 and married with a 3 yr old daughter, and is planning on moving to New Hampshire in the winter. She works for a big florist company and her husband is a well-known chef. 

In about a year or two I plan to finish my degree, adding an emphasis of childhood development, and then open my own daycare in a town called Ashland Oregon.  At the moment, I would like to take some time out of academics to have a different life experience, and to have time to calmly reflect on my future academic/professional orientation. To this end, I think spending a year abroad would be particularly interesting and would allow me to learn different models of educational systems from Europe. 

I speak only English, although I have tried to start other languages as well. I have had 6 yrs teaching through my school of Spanish, 1 yr Japanese, 1 yr. French, 3 weeks Italian. Although I must admit I have a hard time with learning new languages and nothing has really stuck with me of any of the second languages I started to learn. 

When it comes to childcare experience, I have looked after children in both formal and informal contexts. I have had the enjoyment of coaching preschool and children gymnastics, swimming, and experience assisting in coaching volleyball for children 10-14. I also have experience as event coordinator of an organization for international students in our community. I helped take part in recreational indoor and outdoor activities: we sang, danced, played games, and shared stories. We also visited the public restaurants, the local animal park and wild cat sanctuaries, went out on picnics and camping trips to the California lava beds, redwoods, Oregon caves, and coast. 

I have helped my sisters look after my nieces and nephew since birth. As at teenager I was very involved in helping my sister look after her twins on a daily basis, sometimes alone for days. Also my other sister had a little girl I have helped babysit for almost 3 years now on a daily if not weekly basis because of school.  In addition, I have baby sat for friends and some international parents at my University. I can comfortably say that I sincerely enjoy spending time with children, that I enjoy teaching them along with using my imagination and creativity skills to play with them and have fun. 

When it comes to leisure, I take pleasure in all things life offers. I enjoy being outdoors, being with my friends, going for walks, visiting places I have not been to, and traveling. I also enjoy photography, I often propose activities to my nephew and nieces that would give good pictures and remind us of good memories. Did I already mention that I love to stay active? I recently fell in love with biking, and I love trying new and different sports. I still do gymnastics in my hometown, and a fun exercise activity called aerial with silk ropes. 

I feel working with kids is my future. I hope to enjoy learning from them as much as they are learning from me. I love new cultures and traveling and I am looking forward to living with another family in another country. I feel I have a lot to share for fun activities and games. I still have a huge imagination that I love sharing with children. I hope to learn about your country’s educational systems and increase my knowledge on children activities.

As far as preferences are concerned, I am looking for a live-in arrangement with a host family, who would be happy to have me stay with and work for them for 12 months

I would be happy to have the opportunity to speak with you: to answer whatever questions you may have about me or my childcare experiences; to learn more about your family; your interests and to know more about what you expect from the au pair arrangement. 

Thank you very much for your interest in my application! 
I am so excited to share my knowledge and excitement for life with you!

Yours Sincerely,
Kelly Sparacio 
